THE  SUN  AND  THE SERPENT

We learn also from Brahmanical sources, that
some devotees, belonging to royal houses, gave
up, like Sakya Buddha, their right of succession
to the throne of their fathers, to lead a life of
asceticism. Yati, son of Yayati and brother of
Nahush, who refused to reign, " and became a
muni, like unto Brahma himself " ;x and Devapi
son of Pratipa, whe gave up the throne to his
younger brother Santanu, and became a hermit,3
are notable examples,

The term Yati is still applied to Jaina devotees.

The Siddhas, who are associated as divine
beings with the Devas and the Nagas, appear to
have been deified munis or ascetics. Of these
Kapila, Vyasa, Vashista, Visvamltra, and Bara-
dhwaja, are mentioned by name, as entitled to
worship with oblations,3 The Siddhas, thus, must
at that time have included both Brahmans and
Kshatriyas.

In the Baghavad Gita, Krishna says: "Amongst
Siddhas, I am Kapila Muni." Now Kapila Muni
appears to have been the same with Kapila king
of the Nagas, whose tirtha at Kapilavastu was a
sacred place of pilgrimage before the great war
of the Mahabharata; * and evidently before the

1 Mahabharata, Acli, Sambhava, p. Ixxv.
3 Ib, xcv.

a Asvalayana Gribya Sutra, iii. 4, I (S.B.E.)
* Mahabharata, Vana, Tirthayatra, p. Ixxxiv,
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